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WORK FOR TEXAS CONVICTS 

summoned before the prison commission. Fanning admits he administered no 
lashes with a heavy strap, because, he says, that was the only way he could 
silence the woman. Later accounts show that Fanning was let off with a 
reprimand from the commission. In the Atlantic Georgian of December 30, 
1909, the editor, Mr. Scely, who was one of the stockade inspectors, tells of a 
white woman at the stockade being suspended from the rings until she fainted. 
The witness stated that the woman came to consciousness by having water 
thrown in her face. Witness also said that on the same day he had chained 
up another white woman. Mr. Seely considered that punishment cruel, in- 
human and barbarous; that the pain resulted from stretching of the muscles 
of the arms when suspended above the head. 'As to filth,' said Mr. Seely, 
'I do not believe there is a prison in the world that can compare to the city 
stockade.' Four men were found in the stockade whose legs had great sores 
on them. One man told Mr. Seely he had been there forty-four days and 
had not taken his clothes off in that time. It was impossible to do so on 
account of the shackles." R. H. G. 

Convict Labor. — According to a clipping from the New York City 
Daily People of December 26, a stamp of indign'ation has been aroused at 
Hartford, Conn., on account of the speeding up of convicts in the state of 
Connecticut. According to this clipping, contracting corporations have forced 
prison officials to resort to physical punishment in order to get the maximum 
output. A prominent social worker said: 

"The physical punishment of the convict by the contractor who has leased 
him for industrial purposes is a disgrace to the community which tolerates its 
continuance, yet the citizens of Connecticut stand meekly by and let a political 
boss remark: 'Well, what in hell are you going to do about it?' The con- 
tract system is discredited universally, but in no other state in the Union has 
it sunk to as low an ebb as in Connecticut. Were it an advantage to the 
citizens of the state as a whole, or to the taxpayers, there might be justifica- 
tion in the eyes of some, but even here it falls short. 

"The New Haven jail seeks to get work out of its convicts, not by 
giving them the incentive of a wage, but by physical punishment. At the 
state prison at Wethersfield the men work on shirts and shoes; few are 
trained to earn their livelihood when released. The institution yields immense 
profits to the giant corporation, the Reliance Manufacturing Company, the 
well-known Prison Labor Trust. Since the installation of the contract system, 
the institution has never got back to its original basis of educational work 
for the prisoner and self-support for itself." R. H. G. 

Work for Texas Convicts. — The following appeared in the Chicago 
Record-Herald of January 1 1 : 

"Two thousand convicts are to be turned loose in Texas under an honor 
plan worked out by Governor Colquitt. Five hundred will be given their free- 
dom at once, and if the plan proves a success 1,500 more prisoners will be 
released. The men will be hired to the counties for 50 cents a day each and will 
be allowed to work as free laborers and without guards or manacles. Extreme 
penalties are provided for any convict who violates the trust, and he will have 
to serve the balance of his term and an extension of time if he leaves the 
state or commits any crime while on parole. 
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"It is proposed that one-half of the convict's wages be paid to his family 
and the other half to the state penitentiary fund. 

"There is a demand for several thousand laborers for work on the roads 
and bridges, for which the different counties cannot afford to pay the cost 
of free labor. 

"The governor says few convicts will abuse the privilege and escape. The 
punishment for anyone violating the trust has been prescribed by a vote of 
the convicts, which the governor and prison board have approved." R. H. G. 

The Penal Reform League. — The fourth annual meeting of the Penal 
Reform League was held in London on December 8, 191 1. In his introductory 
address the chairman said that the Criminal Court of Appeal had surpassed 
the expectation of its authors in respect to the good work accomplished. Mis- 
carriages of justice had been prevented. Throughout the country had been a 
general improvement in the ordinary mode of trying criminals The charges 
to juries were more careful and precise than before and sentences were better 
considered. Several resolutions were adopted at this annual meeting, as 
follows : 

First : "That provision should be made in connection with the criminal 
courts for the careful examination by skilled experts of accused or convicted 
persons, and that those found to be mentally defective or abnormal should not 
be imprisoned, but should be suitably cared for in institutions provided for 
the purpose for as long as is advisable in their own interest and in that of the 
public." 

Second: "That the conditions of service of prison officers require radical 
alteration with a view to their being treated with proper consideration and 
confidence." 

Third : "That this meeting welcomes the project for starting a juvenile 
community on the lines of the George Junior Republic, New York, and pledges 
its support." 

Fourth : Lady Constance Lytton mtroduced the fourth resolution, which 
she called a "rider," as follows: "That no scheme for a reformatory juvenile 
community of this character can be satisfactory unless it includes provision for 
girls and women as well as for boys and men, either in the form of a co-edu- 
cational community for both sexes, or of two separate branches (one for 
males and one for females) on similar lines." R. H. G. 

Prison Needs in the State of New York. — Mr. O. R. Lewis, General 
Secretary of the New York State Prison Association, in an interview which 
appeared in the World of November 10, comments upon the need for a State 
Reformatory for misdemeanants and a second institution for feeble-minded 
criminals : 

"The principal prison needs of this state," said Mr. Lewis, "are a separate 
cell for each prisoner in state prisons, employment for eight hours a day for 
all able-bodied men in state prisons, the marketing of all prison-made prod- 
ucts in this state to the state and its political subdivisions, such as counties 
and cities; the introduction and development of industries in our county peni- 
tentiaries and jails; the centralization of administration of our penitentiaries 
and jails under a proper department of the state; the abolition of idleness and 
filth in many of our jails ; the development of the women's farm and the farm 
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